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An Arab Gonvention on Forced
Mugratwon: Desirability and

Possibilities

KHADIJA ELMADMAD*

|. Introduction

One of the biggest ironies in the Moslem world is that it has become
the land of wars, refugees, asylum-seekers and migrants (Dar al-Harb
and Dar al-Muhajirin), instead of the land of peace and tolerance (Dar
al-Islam and as-Silm). Both the Arab and Islam Worlds nowadays
seem to neglect or ignore the humanitarian, tolerant and progressive
aspects of the [slamic Law of asylum, and of the pre-Islamic and
Judaeo-Christian traditions which influenced Islamic Law.

The lack of effective domestic, regional or international laws to
protect the uprooted in the Moslem World, their great suffering, and
above all, the breakdown of all humanitarian values and traditions,
especially during the recent events in the Gulf War, challenge
researchers and human rights lawyers to search for means of protect-
ing those who are unprotected, and for ways of assuring respect for
human rights in the Moslem World in general and in the Arab World
in particular.

After the Gulf Crisis, the Middle East and the Arab World have
become a land of uprooted and refugees. Their sufferings are so
immense that the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,
who witnessed their dramatic situation, lamented in her address at
the Donor Information Meeting on 15 May 1991 in Geneva that ‘a
human tragedy was unfolding right in front of my eyes’.

In fact, at present, the majority of refugees and displaced people
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